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CASE STUDY 
Sounding groups help influence Cor 
D Rover’s yacht designs by allowing 
him to anticipate changing attitudes.

SPACE
Designers Greg Marshall and Dimitris 
Hadjidimos present new solutions in 
a bid to enhance crew privacy. 

TECH TALK 
Why monohulls remain the dominant 
choice for motoryacht owners when 
there are so many alternatives.

ARTISAN
Delving into the architecture 
behind the works created by 
Czech glass artist Jan Frydrych.
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When OneOcean Port Vell wanted to develop its grounds in Barcelona, it looked to a 
relatively young local studio, SCOB. We talk to the founders of the agency and uncover 
the thinking behind the design of the yacht club, which won the the Global Project 
Award at the FX International Interior Design Awards 2015.  
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ONEOCEAN’S STRIKING BONE-WHITE LATTICE PROTECTS AGAINST SOLAR RADIATION, WIND AND THE SALINE ENVIRONMENT
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ONEOCEAN
PORT VELL

THE LIGHT FROM THE LATTICE IS DESIGNED TO CREATE THE SAME COLOURS AND SHADOWS THAT YOU MIGHT FIND ON A BOAT
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Spanish design and architecture 
is world-renowned, and in 
Barcelona there are countless 

examples to prove why this is 
so, from Gothic mansions to 
‘modernista’ masterpieces, with 
Gaudí’s unfinished symphony, La 
Sagrada Familia, perhaps leading 
the pack. Of course, there is much 
more to the city’s design credentials 
than buildings from bygone eras. In 
fact, design aficionados the world 
over flock to Barcelona to admire its 
cutting-edge modern architecture—
from the likes of Frank Gehry’s 
Fish to Herzog & de Meuron’s        
Forum Building. 

So when OneOcean Port Vell wanted to extend 
and improve its facilities, the pressure was on. 
Happily, they looked to SCOB, founded in 2005 
and headed by Sergi Carulla and Oscar Blasco, 
both of whom trained in the city and moonlight 
as professors at the University of Catalonia, 
Barcelona. Their combination of expertise in 
landscape and architecture made them ideal 
for the task, namely to conceive and construct 
two waterside buildings and to landscape              
the quayside. 

The marina was built in 1992, when Barcelona 
hosted the Olympic Games, but five years 
ago, Salamanca Group invested in it with 
a plan to turn it into a luxury-resort marina. 
“To be honest, we knew very little about the 
industry, but we did understand that it could be 
improved—it didn’t require a master mariner to 
see that,” admits CEO Martin Bellamy. And he 
was not the only one new to the yachting world, 
as Carulla openly admits how this was virgin 
territory for SCOB too. “Before this project, we 
didn’t have experience in yachting. Building 
a marina or a port was a new experience. 
We had worked on seafronts during previous 
landscaping but not with yachts.”

Fast-forward a few years and, indeed, this 
lack of yachting experience on both sides 
appears to have mattered not one jot. At the 
time of our visit to the marina, it was packed—
the likes of Lady Christine, Eminence, Madame 
Gu and Ace all sitting pretty in the harbour,  

“To be honest, 
we knew very 

little about 
the industry, 

but we did 
understand 
that it could 

be improved.”

SERGI CARULLA AND OSCAR BLASCO 
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“As well as looking good, 
the lattice also has a 
practical purpose.”

and with eight new berths on the way. Late last year, 
SCOB even took home the prestigious FX Award for 
Global Project, beating off Foster & Partners’ Yacht 
Club de Monaco among others.  

So how did they do it? For Carulla, the journey 
began with a chance encounter. “The first time 
we visited the port we found fishermen by the sea 
who, during the summer months, were using a 
large net to protect themselves from sunlight.” This 
is the rather poetic way in which they decided to 
incorporate the bone-white lattice that is now the 
most striking element of the buildings. “As well 
as looking good, the lattice also has a practical 
purpose,” Carulla explains. “It protects against solar 
radiation, wind and the saline environment.” Built 
in collaboration with Catalan company Escofet, the 
lattice surrounds the various buildings, creating a 
play on light and shadow that gives warmth and 
lightness to the construction.

The team also wanted the lattice to reflect the 
other architectural elements of the port, primarily the 
yachts that would sit within it. “The lattice is rounded 
so the light falls over it in the same way that it might 
over a boat hull,” explains Carulla. “It creates the 
same colours and shadows that you find on a boat. 
We were also inspired by the famous 1960s architect 
Barba Corsini, who designed the Pedrera H20 lamp.   

THE LATTICE IS MADE FROM UHPC CONCRETE, TO ACHIEVE BOTH STRENGTH AND LIGHTNESS 

FINDING A COMMON LANGUAGE BETWEEN THE BOATS AND THE BUILDINGS WAS PARAMOUNT
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The lattice protects us by day but during the 
night it’s an image we project to the city, a little 
bit like a lamp.”

Carulla goes on to explain how they settled 
on the materials for the job. “The high salinity 
in the air and the client’s demand for high 
durability and low maintenance made us 
decide that concrete was the most appropriate 
material to use. The challenge was to make a 
light element out of a material that is actually 
very heavy.” The team ended up using 
UHPC concrete for its strength and lightness. 
Elsewhere, materials are largely inspired by the 
yachts. “We wanted to use nautical materials so 
we used a lot of iroko wood on the floors and 
bamboo for the offices,” says Carulla.

“We needed to find a common language 
between the landscape, the buildings and the 
boats,” he continues. “Everything had to be 
streamlined: light, vegetation, signage, as well 
as the structures themselves. We even put the 
corridor and the stairs in the same positions 
that they might be on a boat.” 

With all this yachting experience, it’s little 
wonder that Carulla has started picking out 
favourites. “During construction of OneOcean, 
I saw Steve Jobs’ boat [Venus], designed by 
Philippe Starck. It looks like a cross between a 
boat and a building so it became something of 
an inspiration.”

Carulla’s yacht of choice is one shrouded 
in mystery, built for the late Steve Jobs, who 
sadly passed away before the groundbreaking 
vessel was launched. The interior of the 78.2m 
Feadship has never been photographed, 
although the glass-enclosed bridge exposes 
a row of Apple computers. The exterior is a 
futuristic triumph, conceived by Philippe Starck 
and Jobs himself. 

With such an interest for these impressive 
vessels, perhaps the logical next step might 
be one into yacht design? “Yes,” says Carulla. 
“We have experience now and a good 
understanding of what needs to be considered. 
If you visit The Gallery Building, you already 
feel like you’re on a yacht so that’s the logical 
next step. I’d really like that.” 

With ever more land-based studios 
venturing into the yachting arena, it wouldn’t 
be surprising to see a future yacht project 
designed by SCOB. Their ability to study and 
intelligently design a structure that serves 
the many demands of a yacht club while 
paying homage to the surrounding marine 
environment puts them in good stead for 
projects of a similar nature in the future. And 
who knows, it might just be a yacht…   
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“Everything had to be streamlined: 
light, vegetation, signage, as well as 

the structures themselves. We even put 
the corridor and the stairs in the same 
positions as they might be on a boat.”  

THE TEAM ALSO DESIGNED A RANGE OF STREET FURNITURE, NAMED ODOS, AS OUTDOOR MEETING POINTS

BY NIGHT, THE LATTICE PROJECTS A UNIQUE IMAGE ONTO THE CITY, INSPIRED BY BARBA CORSINI’S PEDRERA H2O LAMP


